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CERTIFICATION REGARDING 
THE USE OF VOLUNTEER LABOR ON PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS 

 
The use of volunteer labor on State grant or loan funded projects may be precluded by the Labor 
Code.  The pertinent sections of the Labor Code are attached.  Interpretations of the Labor Code 
by the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) indicate that all site work on all projects 
involving construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work is subject to prevailing 
wage requirements.  These requirements include paying prevailing wage for activities associated 
with these projects including activities sometimes done by volunteers such as mulching, planting 
seeds, seedlings, or vegetative stakes, trash removal, and other related groundwork.  Planning 
and design work leading to construction are subject to the prevailing wage requirement.  In 
addition, assessment work designed to provide planning and design information for a public 
works project is also likely subject to the prevailing wage requirement. 
 
Some exemptions to the prevailing wage requirements were established in statute.  These 
generally deal with low income housing and the work of nonprofit organizations in support of 
temporary housing.  If you feel they may be applicable to your situation, you may apply to the 
Department of Industrial Relations for a ruling. (See their website http://www.dir.ca.gov) 
 
Please complete the following form and return it to the State Water Resources Control Board 
Grant Analyst.  Select one of the three statements by placing a check mark in the box.  The form 
should be signed by your authorized representative or designated project director (the individual 
designated by your agency to sign for it).   Your grant for financial assistance will not be 
executed until this form is completed and received by us. 
 

NO. I will not use volunteers on my project. 
 
YES. I will use volunteers on my project, BUT they will perform no construction, 

alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work, or work  to support 
construction such as planning, design or assessments.  Attached is a description of 
all work to be done by volunteers. 

 
YES. I will use volunteers on my project, AND they will perform construction, 

alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work, or work  to support 
construction such as planning, design or assessments.  Attached is an approval 
from the Department of Industrial Relations. 

 
 
Name of Project: _____________________________________________________ 

Funding Program: ____________________________________________________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Title: ___________________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________ Date: __________________ 
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Attachment – Volunteer Labor Form 
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